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“ The Country Banks will be more liberal, 
‘and Will lend their sive pounds more freely, 
in consequence of being relieved of the ones.”’ 
,oULBURN’S Speech in the House of Com- 
pons, 3d June, 1824.—See Register, Vol. 65. 
e755, N.B. The people of England pay 
bis GOULBURN six thousand pounds a-year, 
s their Chancellor of the Exchequer; and 
hey call him a Right Honourable Gentieman ! 
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BIRMINGHAM PETITION. 








TO THE 


READERS OF THE REGISTER. 


Barn-Elm Farm, \5th June, 1829. 
ly FRienDs, 


Tus petition, in the shape of Reso- 
utions, was presented to the House 
{ Commons, or Lower Collective, on 
he 4th of June, by Brovenam. I shall 
Mt upon this occasion, make observa- 


ject, having, at divers times within 
eta done this already. But I 
' give the substance of the debate; 
M, a nearly as} can, the main asser- 
“ns, or opinions of the several speakers ; 
—_ this is a matter that we are to 
."" ¢f again. The petition prayed, that 
senate of the country might be 

‘ ® value ; or that the taxes might 
» wered in nominal amount, and that 


® salaries, pay ara and % 
» pay, , terest 
y “ Debt might be lowered in sheipie: 
"Witthe money bad been raised in 
' What, then, was it that the seve- 


that we have to look for, if the 

. ’ y 

son peatinvents of the Government ? 
on, beg » who presented the peti- 
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rons of any considerable length on the’ 


ness of the extent of the effect of the 
change in the value of money; that he 
allowed that this change had had some 
effect; that he agreed with them that 
salaries ought to be reduced in amount; 
and that taxes ought to be reduced, con- 
sistent with the good of the public ser- 
vice, but he particularly deprecated 
any alteration in the currency. Mr. 
Law ey said, that the currency was not 
the cause of the distress; Mr. Wopr- 
House said it was; and Mr. Leycrster 
said, that the Sinking Fund was the 
cause ! 

Mr. Davenport (whose ene [ will 
copy from the report, said, “‘ he perfectly 
“ concurred with the petitioners in the 
‘* amount of distress which pervaded the 
‘‘ manufacturing classes, and said that 
‘‘ the distress of the country was mainly 
“ owing to the various alterations ‘in the 
“ currency, and he would maintain, that 
‘ by those changes, a greater spoliation 
“of private property had been made 
“than had ever been attempted in any 
“other country. The farmers were 
“ obliged, at present, to send in at least 
‘* twice the quantity of produce to pay 
“* the same engagement which they sent 
‘* in before the alteration in the currency. 
‘* During the former period, the fund. 
‘* holder received three bank notes of one 
“€ pound each, as the interest of the Three 
“per Cents. Now he receives three 
‘« sovereigns, and the farmer who had to 
‘* pay that interest in produce, was com- 
« pelled to deliver a quantity to purchase 
‘‘ the three sovereigns, which, in reality, 
‘‘ was double the quantity which before 
«« procured him the three notes. He was 
‘* satisfied the country would be driven 
« into a property-tax to pay off a portion 
‘of the debt, and then the Legislature 
« might be able to fix low prices of labour 
and produce. Orit we did not choose to 





one said upon this subject t And | 


« do so, we had the alternative of adopt- 
“ing an extension of the currency, which 


' would aet as a palliative for the ime, 
an by saying thee w He considered that* the late 
™" ying, ‘that he did not) <‘ respectir the currency, and 

"ith the petitioners as to the great- | « tive nstaal decoaimsoaaaialt sodation 


the want 
fon by banker, 
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‘‘had produced great distress, and it 
“ was particularly felt at this moment 
“ when the last rents were to be paid.— 
Now, what in all the world can he mean 
about a property tax to pay off a portion 
of the Debt? It he mean, that this tax is 
to be laid only on the funds, he is com- 
pepeneise: but, if he mean the tax to 
laid on all property, how is it to be 
paid by the landowners, who already 
cannot, according to his own account, 
get their rents? If Mr. Davenport 
mean a property tax on the fundholders 
only, he means a partial sponge: if he 
do not mean this, he means egregious 
nonsense; for, how are the landowners 
to pay a property tax IN ADDITION 
to all that they now pay, with their rents 
daily decreasing in amount, and with 
money daily becoming more and more 
valuable? This is madness, raving mad- 
ness; and, therefore, we must, in charity, 
suppose that Mr. Davenvorr means a 
reduction of the interest of the Debt, in 
which respect, on the terms of the Nor-* 
rotk Petrrion, I agree with Mr. Da- 
venport ; but not on any other terms. 
Warraman and Wurrmore, as well 


To rae Reapers, =e 





matched a pair of senators as ever 
proses in the Collective, followed Mr. | 

avenrort. The first, in the true shop- 
keeper style, ascribed the present dis- 
tress entirely to the operations of the 
system of free trade. Never was such 
stuff uttered by mortgl man, except by 
the other prancer of the pair, who, 
stoutly maintained that free trade had 
nothing to do with the matter ; that things 
would come about, if we had but the 
courage and good sense to persevere with 
the system of free trade: and that, our 
only chance of getting out of our present 
difficulties, would be offered us in.“ a 
Surther relaxation of the restrictive code,” 
God Almighty bless this man! 

Osapun Guanry, or Hupson Gur- 
ngey, or whatever his name is, said (in 
the words of the report) that “ it had 
“ been preperet. as one means of alle- 
“* vialing distresses of the country, 


“* to reduce the taxation: but with such 
“@ debt “ we had, and such a ma- 
** chinery of expences, it was impossible 
* to concede any thing in the way of 





« taxation, without leading to a national 





sc bankruptcy. Much had been said of i, 
‘ too-limited amount of metal or small 
“ notes in circulation ; but any man wh 





‘had any experience upon the Subjectil 


“must know, that all the main opera- 
tions of interchange in commerce were 
“ carried on by means of bills of ¢:. 
“ change. He hoped, then, that as thers 
‘‘ was always abundance of circulating 
“credit in the country, if ever smaii 
“* notes were put into circulation aguin, 
“ it would not be upon the responsibility 
“of private bankers.” So you see 
Osapian does not want the taxes takey 
off ; becuuse he sees that that would take 
away the means of paying the interest 
of the Debt, in which respect Osanin 
is perfectly correct. It would be, nota 
bankruptcy, indeed ; not a regular in. 
solvency; but a “* composition,” resen- 
bling those which are going on, at this 
very moment, in every street in London, 
it would be a composition, Onanias, 
somewhat like that recommended in the 
Norfolk Petition ; and this you will see 
take place, Osapian, if you live for 
but a very reasonable space of time. 
The closing sentence of Osaviau’s 
speech, se in general will not com- 
prehend off hand. He hopes, that “7 
small notes be put forth again!” Ab‘ 
say’st thou so, friend Osapian! Hast 
thou. that hypothesis in thy sleek head! 
However, if they be put out again, Oss- 
pian hopes that they will not be put oul 
“upon the r ibility of private 
‘« bankers.” What the devil dost thou 
mean, Osapian & Why, I will tell ™) 
readers what you mean: you mean that 
there shall be a sort of partnership 
amongst the Government, the Sow- Bays 
and the pigs ; that the pigs shall put out 
the five pounds notes; that the sow sball 
furnish them with legs under the name 
of ones; and that the Government shall 
protect the sow by a law of legal tender: 
that is what you mean, Osapian: ® 
that is what 4 think is very likely to take 
lace, It is'a very feasible scheme; 
t you will remember, that the pape 
will be ASSIGNATS ; and that there 
will be two prices in the market ; that 
the taxes: will be paid in paper-movey ; 
that the will keep the ¢0% 
amongst themselves, and that the end 
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be a general blowing-up, somewhat re- 
sembling that which took place in Ame- 
ricaatone time, and in France at another. 
- So much for Osapian’s plan. 

Next came Mr. Arrwoopn, who main- 
tained the truth of the statements and 
the soundness of the doctrine of this 
sensible petition ; but his speech being 
sense, the blackguard or stupid re- 
porthers, who have given nearly a co- 
umn to the senseless stuff of Barina, as 
much more to that of Witaor, as much 
more to that of Sapier, as much more 
to that of Husxisson, and still more to 
the indescribable nonsense of Peet, 
have cut Mr. Arrwoop off at the end 
of two inches of a column! 

Pest followed, and said, in substance, 
that there ought to be no reduction of 
the interest of the Debt; that the fund- 
holders had a Parliamentary enyage- 
ment, that their interest.should be paid 
them in gold; that the present system 





to record his sayings: He spoke of 


Ricarpo thus; “ Mr. Ricarpo laid it 
‘‘down, that the difference in the 
‘‘ mint and market price of gold, was 
‘‘the measure of depreciation of the 
‘currency; but I DENY THIS.” 
Dappy Peex, I denied this, the moment 
the assertion reached me in Lona 
Istanp; and not only denied it, but 
proved the falsehood of it; but, Dappy 
Pre., you founded your bill upon this 
very doctrine of Ricarpo! And what 
is curious enough, it was only the other 
night that you put a negative upon my 
Lory Bianprorpv’s motion, and con- 
tended for the utility of rotten boroughs, 
because, as Hornaovuse had also said, 
one of those boroughs had procured the 
nation the. advantage of having Ricarpo 
for a Member of Parliament! One 
word more on Dappy Peer, “ who 
‘would not say any thing to hold out 
‘‘an encouragement to smuggling ;. but 


ought to be adhered to; that hie hoped |‘ who believed that smuggling would 
never ta see the day when a Bank Re-|*‘ compel America to give up the Ta- 
striction would be necessary ; that the | “‘ nirF, as it had compelled us to give 
present depression had not been caused |‘‘ up the exclusion of foreign silk,” 
byachange in the currency; but by | his statesman can see no differenee, 
other causes; 1, By the transfer of'| then,’ between the Atlantic Ocean and 
rade trom one place to another ; 2. By | the gutter which runs between England 
the bad harvest ; 3. By the new Ameri-|and France. To carry sbip-loads of 
can Pariff (though he believed that | smuggled goods across the Atlantic, or 
would be counteracted by smuggling) ; | to carry them even from Noya Scoria, 
4. By the war in the Levant; 5. By the | is a monstrous idea. The notion is, that 
disturbed condition of the South Ameri- | they can be got in from Canapa, or from 
can states ; 6. By the unhappy state of | our miserable provinces which lie to the 
Portugal ; 7. By the universal use of} nerth of the state of Mainz, on the bor- 
machinery ; and, 8. By the importation | der of the Bay of Funny. Smuggling 
of manual labour from Ireland! Here |to a trifling extent may be carried on 
we EIGHT CAUSES discovered by | here, for any thing I know fo the con- 
the fine young Statesman from West | trary ; but to smuggle woollens, cottons, 
®URY: this beautiful young statesman | and hardware, info the populons and rich 
(aged 45, or rather better), But it is | part of the Unirep Srares, would, if it 
‘ery Curious to observe, that the greater coud succeed, cost, in many instances, 
Part of these causes have been at work | ten times the value of the goods. How 
lor several years; and never until now is a bale of eotton or cloth to be con- 








Produced these effects. Strange, too, ‘veyed by Jand from Passamagvanpy, or . 


= the transfer of trade from one place from Upper Canavs to New York or 
‘nother should break the London| Patapetratat The thovght is mad- 
that epers by shoals. Strange, too, | mess; and as for the sea board, we can 
sho ald tt *Preduction (or bad harvest) | no more carry on smuggling onany part 
Cause distress now, when over-|of it, than we.can smuggle-things into 

ever, ot Caused it in 1922! .. How- | the moon. Besides, the Americans have 
a tan 1 usiness is: motito reason with | got the) raw-material cheaper than we 
like this: my business is merely |have; they — at one half 
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of our price, and they have the power- 
looms and all the rest of the machinery. 
They can do very well without us ; and 
in the cotton manufacture, they will very 
soon as far surpass us, as they have 
already surpassed us in naval architec- 
ture, and in naval combats. So, Dapvvy 
Peet, console yourself as well as you | 





To rue Reavers. 
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appears to have made a pretty long 
speech about population and emigva. 
tion, but said not a word upon the sub- 
ject of the petition. He quoted lying 
old Hollinshed, and also a scrap of 
Latin, from that very useful book the 
Dictionary of Quotations. ' 

Huskisson came next; and after 








was § 









can, not only with the perpetuity of the | some excursive matter; after a sort of 
Taxirr, but with another good rousing | bush. fighting about emigration and colo- 
blow, which I think you will get this year | nies, he came to the subject of the peti- 
or the next from the same quarter. ‘tion, and said, that he would not enter 

Barine, the loan-maker, followed | into the causes of the distress; that he 
Peri. He said, that he saw nothing new | looked back with pride on the part he 
in the state of the country; that he | had taken in the passing of the Small. 








should not be surprised, if, when they note Bill of 1826; that the use of ma- B 
met again, they were to find that a great | chinery and other causes had produced 
improvement had taken place ; that in aj distress in the country ; that he could Sin, 
state of things like the present, the best not admit that these distresses arose 7 
way was to do like a man in the dark, trom’the currency ; that free trade was sien | 
stand still till the light came! That| the grand remedy ; and that if we perse- Com 
the suppression of one-pound notes cou/d | vere in it, he bad no hesitation in say- Kirm 
not be the cause of the distress, because | ing, that the country would be more pros- must 
the distress was greater at GLascow and | perous than it ever had heen before. satis! 
Liverroor than at anyother places, and; Alter an Episode about the Swan came 
because at the former place the small! River came Brovcuam again, and he that 
notes still existed, while at the latter! said that, he trusted, that under no cir- pers 
place they never were used to any great | cumstances whatever the currency would prof 
extent! That, in fine, it was best to do be tampered with again! This brought Men 
nothing, but to proceed calmly and tem-| up Barine a second time, who said, (to b 
perately in the course we were in. Ba-j|that ‘‘much as the honourable and woud 
RING came on again afterwards, but the “ learned gentleman might say of ‘the andit 
second bout will come in its due place, |“ impolicy of tampering with the cur i jays 
and this last bout will be found to be a,“ rency, we could not carry on (io most 
good one. is campaigns of war without having re of ey 
Next camé Witmor Horton, who |“ course to a Bank Restriction.” Upon fair ¢ 
said, that the cause of the distress mani- | this up rose Brovenam again, and said, yet 
festly was a surp'us population; that |“ he was glad of it ; that he desired that Hy ofj,, 
there was no rémedy but that of sending “ this country should avoid a war, an atroc 
the people out of the country; and that “ that NOW when war was talked of, HIE with 
of this opinion were those able men,“ he ged’ the talkers to remember he b 
and “profound political — philoso hers, | that war included Bank Restriction dini 
Messrs, Tooke, Mauris, * sh \Bravo! Bravo! Lawyer Brovcsa™ valu 
M‘Cuxnock, of the London University,!So that here you are, taking you all paid 
the Oxford man (set up by Mr. Dram- | together, now saying what I have been BE we, 
mond) Colonel Toxxexs and Mr. Rt- | saying for the last filteen years. Baring BF wo 
carno! Wilmot said, that as to the | says, that’ we cannot go to war without rem 
currency being the cause of the distress, | Bank Restriction (assignats to wit); & he ¢ 
“* how the alteration of a paper into a| Pex says, that he trusts in Ged there char 
“metallic circulation could affect the | never will be another Bank Restrict’ Be ever 
** state of a poor labourerwas to him an| Broce na is a8 happy as a prince thes be t 
“enigma”! QO, Lord! Such being our | the-nation cannot go to téar ! J will say to b 
Jaw-makers, no one need’ be surprised }no more;’ the thing is done: here we I 
at Sur present situation. are just in the very mess which d always is j 
Sapver, the linen-draper of Leeds, predicted as the result of the papers” Hi tala 
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tem. 1 conclude the article with recom- 
mending you, my friends and readers, 
io read with attention the following let- 
ter, sent me by a gentleman who was 
sitting in the gallery while this debate 
was going on. 1 am, my friends, 
Your friend, and 
obedient servant, 


Wa. COBBETT. 





DEBATE 


ON 


BIRMINGHAM PETITION. 


2 London, 6th June, 1829. 
OUR, 

You have doubtless read the discus- 
sion which took place in the House of 
Commons, on the presentation of the 
Birmingham Petition; and though you 
must have enjoyed, while reading, that 
satisfaction which a good hearty laugh 
commonly produces, f must yet regret 
that you were not yourself present in 
person to benefit from the aspirations of 
profound wisdom which rose from the 
Members of the House of little Lords, 
(to borrow an expression of Mr, T. Att- 
Wood's) to edify their unacknowledged 
auditors in the gallery. You would have 
laughed at the Whig lawyer, who talked 
most patriotically of reduting salaries 
of every description, who said that it was 
lair and just to make such reduction, and 
yet who is himself about to step into 
office, unless common report lie more 
alrociously than ordinary, and to receive, 
without compunction, a salary, which 
he has declared ought in justice to be 
Jiminished, in proportion tothe increased 


value of the money in .which it is’ 


paid. And should an individual like 
ms Yenlure to address to him one or 
“o respectful observations, merely to 
remind him that what was just before 
came into place does not necessarily 
— its character after that important 
'; that an act of honesty would not 
ai less valuable because it happened 
‘ingular; and to intimate also the 
pvpriety of a voluntary surrepder on 
Ms part of from 30 to 50 per cent. of his 
“Ty: it is to be feared that he would 





20rn June, 1829. 








778 


frown on me even from the judgment- 
seat, shaking his judicial wig with any 
thing but judicial calmness of demeanour; 
that he would talk of character and im- 
portant duties; and would conclude by 
chinking bis quarter’s pay, duly counted 


,out in gold coin of 3/. 17s. 104d, per 


ounce, with an air of defiance, in my face. 

Loud would have been your laughter 
at hearing the godfather of Peel’s Bill, 
occupying himself in hunting ont twenty 
causes to which he attributes the distress 
of the country, and proving very com- 
placently that these twenty causes are 
all at work in producing depression, 
stagnation, &c.; while shortly after he 
proved as satisfactorily by sundry co- 
lumns of figures, that there ought to be 
no disturbances and riots requiring to be 
put down by columns of soldiers, and 
that these figures show to demonstration, 
that the happiness of the country is in- 
creasing. ‘This child of the loom would 
convince us that the men who fight for 
bread, who tear open with naked force 
the barricadoed and guarded provision 
shops, and, without arms, struggle for 
food against the pistols and sabres of the 
whiskered and mounted soldiery, are 
not suffering and in want, but pampered 
and well-fed! However, the weavers 
may console themselves with the assur- 
ance, which I think you, Sir, will confirm 
to them, that before the thing has crawled 
on many months, there is not a man 
among thent, not a single sufferer from 

overty and famine, whose lot will not 
be preferable to that of this promising 
young man. : 

How you ‘would have stared to find 
Wilmot Horton giving the Collective a 
lecture on the report of the Emigration 
Committee, with a concise exposition of 
the degree of the redundancy of labour 
in the parish of Shipley, the real cause 
thereof, and the veritable remedy, Of a 
truth his nostrums for the relief of. the 
country are so nauseous that they might 
be supposed to possess sume efficacy. 
But Wilmot Horton cannot for the soul 
ot him see how “ the redundant labour 
at Shipley could have been affected 
“ by the e of the currency.” But 
he can discover-that the emigration of 
labourers to Canada, will produce a 
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change ‘for the better in the parish, 


Peu.’s Prosrerrry. 


ee 
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‘talked of going to war they would re. 


county, or principality which bears his| member, that a war-involved u Bank 


name, in that hive of placemen and tax- 
gatherers. By-and-by the populationmay 
become redundant there; and then what 
will Horton do? And here 1 must thank 
you, Sir, for your very able remarks on 
the subject of emigration, and your 
valuable advice to emigrants. Your old 
acquaintance, Huskisson, seems, I-am 
sorry to say, to have lost, in the opinion 
of his fellow members, much of his claim 
to their attention, when he lost his place. 
This change in sentiment concerning 
him is the less justifiable, since his no- 
tions are as erronebus, and as obstinately 
maintained as ever. He does, to be sure, 
occasionally change his ground, but he 
takes care to be as far wrong.as ever, 
and his title to an undisturbed hearing 
ought to remain therefore unquestioned. 

The hot-and-cold doctor, Baring, I 
have reserved fora bonne bouche; and 1 
wish to point out some of his observations 
to your attention. Ebbs and flows and 
fluctaations formed the staple of his 
first speech (for he made three, two of 
which were little speeches, called ex- 
planations): complimenting both sides, 
differing with both, and with no decided 
side of his own, he fluttered from one 
point to another, but at last appeared dis- 
posed to settle on Peel’s Bill and the 
heavy standard. But when Brougham 
spoke, in his reply, mach of the mischiefs 
of tampering with the currency, and ‘dé&- 
precated any measure which might again 
prodace depreciation under any possible 
circumstances, Baninc rosé and said 
Joudly, that much as the honourable and 
learned gentleman might say of the im- 
policy of tampering with the curtency, 
and much as he might deprecate such a 
proceeding, no pers:n could assert that 
we could pass through two campaigns of 
war, without having recotirse to a Bank 
Restriction. These were his words as 
nearly as I can state them from recol- 
lection, not having met with a report of 
them in the newspapers, Brougham 
again got up to say that much as on 
every account he desired that this country 
should avoid a war, this was an acditional 
reason to strengthen him in his opinion, 
and that he hoped now when gentlemen 


| Restriction. 


To me these few sentences appear the 
most important part of a debate which 
lasted several hours, and 1 think you 
will agree with me. The Ministers bone 
to shuffle on with the aid of a little quiet 
tampering ; with Peel’s Bill; without 
equitable adjustment,, or a reduction of 
taxes, salaries and debt, till they are 
compelled to go to war, and then the 
Bank of England bullion-shop will be 
shut, and they will sell paper by bales, 
instead of gold by the ounce. 

I trust you will excuse my troubling 
you with this letter, but I thought you 
would not be sorry to have some account 
of the only debate on the currency 
question during this Session of Partia- 
ment, from one of your constant readers, 
who was 

A Srraneer in ree Gavveny, 

To Wm. Cobbett, Esq. 





PEEL’S PROSPERITY. 


(From a Correspondent.) 
SiR, 

I wine give you just a sketch of Peel's 
Prosperity, which is now being liberally 
dispensed “‘ from the portals of an an- 
cient monarchy.” In the first place, I 
will speak of the lead and tin trades: 
when I first came to London, the houses 
of : , and & Co. used to 
get at least 14/. per ton, clear profit, on 
white lead, ungroond. What do you 
think they get now ? ‘Why, Sir, itis sold, 
the very best dry, at 26/. 10s.net money, 
and they do not get ‘the odd 30s. to pay 
\the cartage. Sheet lead can be bought 
for 171. per ton; on this they get, per 
‘haps, 10s, for their cartage, not one far- 
thine more ; and such is the state of the 
wretched trade; that I firmly assert, 1! 
they make a bad debt of 100/. they must 
sell 100 tons more léad before they re 
cover their loss. “Six , again, on ® 
hox of ‘tin ‘worth 22, “is considered @ 











lock tin for cash, at 67s. ped ns money, 
at cost price ; quety, what do mean-~ 
What is the consequence? Why 





clerks are starved; the traveller 





rofit: and ] have sold a wagon-load of 
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garved, unless he robs and Pipeders. 
§) much for your reat lead men; a 
more base, degraded, corrupt, and un- 
happy set of devils for masters, this 
an never produced. Next on the 
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proportion ; the masters rob their credi- 
tors, and often their friends ; and the 
men, in return for low wages, rob their 
master by hook or by crook, only with 
this differerite, the master becomes ax 





stare come the colour-manufacturers ; 
these men, who formerly spurned the 
iJea of selling a pound of paint retail, 
now open the warehouse to all old 
women danbers in the pare the 
oor painter loses his trade; and the 
manufacturer his credit and respecta- 
bility: what causes all this?’ Why the 
ready money of the retailer is wanted by 
the manufacturer; he cannot pay his 
men; bis men work for 16s. and 14s. 
per week, when they used to get 2Is. to 
4; So much, Sir, for colour works ; 
but before I dispose of these coloprnien, 
lean assure you that that trade, once 
thought to be the most snug and profitable 
one, is reduced to a mere nothing. 
Colours that ten years ago used to fetch 
is. per Ib., are sold now for 4s. per Ib. ; 


honourable bankrupt when found out; 
and the poor man, if detected, becomes 
a felon, condemned, and transported, 
perhaps, for the value of 1s. 6d. ; while 
the master, a day perhaps ;previous to 
his failure, went on Change, and ordered 
1000/. worth of goods, on tick. Former- 
ly, merchants used, when in want of mo- 
ney, to go on the highways, and rob, but 
now they prefer the politer mode, to 
walk on "Change. The banking system 
being now almost destroyed, | shall not 
take up my time about it. The ship- 
owning trade, alias beggars’ profession, - 
is in a consumption, and a galloping 
one too. Freight to India; freight did 
I say? there is no such thing as freight, 
it is all ballast, save the passengers. 
What is 4/. 16s. per ton? what 51% 
Why my old father, only a barge owner 





there is, in fact, no profit on those ar- 
ticles; and now the building game is 


at Maidstone, in Kent, used to get 15s. 


over, you may have them for a mere | pet ton for goods taken from London to . 
t 


nothing. The next once good business 


aidstone in Kent, 135 miles; and only 


was a drysalter : this is totally vanished, | 5/.,and not that for dead-weight to India, 


for the calico printer and dyers, through 
necessity, go to the brokers themselves 


thousands of miles ; what, the devil! and 
ship-owners keep their country-houses, 


for their indigo, madder, logwoods, | carriages, and servants! they must all 


saffron, &e, &e.; all the middle men 
have sunk into their graves, or the- most 
abject poverty. In the colonial trade 
we find things still more wretched, for 
those being articles of wonderful con- 
sumption, of course they command a 
vast ready money return, which monies, 
‘through the bare profits ot the trade, 
must be turned so often, and at such risk, 
that hundreds are ruined, which would 
not be the case if the profits -were 
prealer 6d. per cwt. on a bag of rice, 
e instance, is a selling profit delivered: 
can wonder that men in such a 
« € should become dishonest, and 
‘pend their creditors’ capital? Men 
must live, and if not by profit, says 
: brim ; live, John: here are precepts 
T youth. Hunton always thought, with 
et a man had better be without 
re than money. No doubt low pro- 
lea trade make low-minded and vil- 
8 masters, and their men sink in 


fail, the game is up; nor can they make 
up the plese by effecting sales. 
India spews with English goods already, 
or else with mechanics; and the poor 
pursers and captains no longer make 
money by salting the merchants’ in- 
voices; that is, by selling the goods for 
more than they were ordered to sell them, 
and by imposing.a new invoice on the 
foreigner. No, no, Mr. Cobbett, these 
gentry come home now with empty 
pockets, and their fine chronometers 
will soon go to the pawn-shop to keep 
them until the ship clears out again; 
that is, while there are asses enough to 
send ships to make their reduced capi- 
tals lower. If this be true with the 
East India trade, what ruust be the 
wretched state of minor sipping esta- 
blishments! Why, let us ask the ship- 
:chandler ; let us inquire why .- +>» 

and Co. of Wapping used to fit out four- 








teen of their own ships to all paris of 
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the world, and now they have sold them 
all, and their trade as ship-chandlers is 
now a mere milk-score. What is the 
wretched freight to the West Indies ! 
Starvation itself ; and the chief-mates of 
their ships are obliged often to give up 
their beds for stowage ; that the ship 
may pay at all; their stores they make 
last two voyages, and sail twice for less 
than formerly once ; and all coasting ves- 
sels are equally reduced, and the craft is 
fast wearing out for want of repairing, Xc., 
like the farms described by Attwood and 
you. The ship-chandlers all get weary 
of opening and shutting up their huge 
warehouses; every day they see the 
same fish cranes, harpoons; the same 
boat-hooks, cannon, rope, and com- 
passes; they think it best to cry over 
their goods, rather than cry after them ; 
that is, they know if they trust ship- 
owners, they will be robbed ; for it often 
happens the ve, HY comes for a fit-out, 
not to return; but take to a better, a 
less beggarly country: and here you 
have truth in every line, not overdrawn ; 
not spoken in passion, or malice; but 
spoken for useful information to those to 
whom you may choose to impart it. 
Now, Sir, I come to the trade I am now 
following. Some months ago, I saw an 
advertisement in the Bloody Old Times’ 
paper, stating, that a Traveller was 
wanted, accustomed to the wholesale 
ironmongery, &c., and who had a 
thorough knowledge of Town, Ke: Xe. 
Security, &c. required. My answer was, 
that I knew every person of consequence 
in every trade, in every street, through- 
out London and its vicinity, and some in 
most towns throughout England; had 
represented the first houses in so and sv. 
ell, Sir, I was hired out of 700 appli- 
cants, and was to have | per cent.’on all 
my sales, and 25s. per week, fixed salary. 
is is but very little for a man like me 
to accept of; however, 1 thought I 
should do no harm by getting hold of the 
agency for nine or ten of the first facto- 
ries at Birmingham and Woolve 
ton. Well, Sir, 1 soon perceived thata 
a depdt was wanted for brass- 
oundery, japan wares, gunnery, plated 
wares, wie tools, Ke. fe. : and I also 
found that the manufacturers were glad 
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to send up a stock at the most enormous 
sacrifices, some taking 26, 30, 40, 50, 
and 55 per cent. off for cash; and the 
little shopkeepers, by this means, have 
found, that Birmingham has walked up 
to Queen Street ; that they can buy as 
cheap now as the largest houses who 
keep 20,0007. stock; and these great 
houses are drooping; they are under- 
sold by little men, and even pawn- 
brokers. Out with them! People from 
poverty go not to the principal streets, 
as Ludgate, Cornhill, and Bishopsgate 
| Street ; no, no; they say we are not 
| going to pay for rent and taxes, and 
tradesmen’s country houses and car- 
riages; so that Mr. —, of Fish Street 
Hill, now declares to me, though he has 
been 29 years on that Hill, he did not 
take 20s, ready money all last week. 
One man asks ine, if things are at their 
worst? Another, how long it will last! 
Another asks, why itis so? and no mo- 
ney and no orders, is the cry from 
Blackwall to Chelsea: and the great 
houses, to reduce their stock, come to us 
for a fewdozens of an article, because its 
profits will not pay them to keep it by 
them; and this they do, well knowing 
that we agents will ultimately ruin them. 
While we prosper, they fall into decay, 
panic-struck and forlorn. 

Such, Sir, is the true version of com- 
merce iu this once-famed city: such the 
true character of the merchant and 
trader. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Yours most respectfully, 











> To Wm. Cobbett, Esq. 





The following letter, addressed to & 





friend. who sailed for New York last 
' month, relates td divers matters, each of 
which I deem worthy of the attention of 
my readers, The contents are under 
several dates; and | think this a very 
convenient way of communicating such 
miscellaneous matters to my readers. 
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TO 
4 FRIEND IN LONG ISLAND. 


Barn-Riim Farm, 25th May, 1829. 

Dear SiR, ane 
{ nore that by the time that this will 
meet your eye; you, who sailed from 
Portsmouth on the 16th instant, will be 
landed on that shore, where there are 
no laws to authorise the agents of the 
rich to dispose of the dead bodies of the 
poor, to be cut up, as the buyers please, 
for the benefit of those same rich. I 
congratulate you most sincerely on the 
sep you have taken, the wisdom of which 
becomes more and more evident every 
day. In the few days that have elapsed 
since your departure, things have be- 
come manifestly worse. Three country 
banks have stopped in SomeRSETSHIRE 
and Devonsuire, and three in Glou- 
cestershire; and though the law is 
evaded, and, indeed, violated in the most 
flagrant manner ; though the big fellows, 
the haughty and insolent borough- 








mongers, are paying their work-people 
in cheques canteadl of gold ; though every 
contrivance is resorted to, in order to 
shuffle out of the law, and. to keep the 
small paper-money afloat; though all 
this is going on, still the thing has got 
such a blow, that it reels like a drunken 
man. In short, ruin stares in the face 
every man who does not live on the 
axes, while the labourers are actually 
in a state of half-starvation. Hundreds 
of country-labourers come to my tarm, 
ready to drop down for want of food. 
Many of them tell me, that they have 
not had any thing to eat for two or three 
read and their looks corroborate what 
y say, 
You are ha 
ppy to have escaped from 
such a state of things In ga ok six 
licked years, the THING would have 
Phas Up all your money, and might 
, € disposed of your body for the bene- 
: oa his last act puts an end 
 &'l dispute and hesitation. Now there 
8 nothing to call our co : that name 


S alan . ' ‘ 
of Prieeee me as long as this sort 


“er the bill or not: its 


T 
we. pened in oe e is quite. 






























remain: 1 care not whe-| 


786 


any sense of justice, and who has any 
thing like mercy in his nature. You 
have fled in time: thousands upon thou- 
sands, who might have fled like you, 
will remain, and will come to a prema- 
ture and miserable end. I do not say, 
that they all deserve it; but many of 
them do. They love the slavery; they 
hug their chains; and they merit the 
destruction that awaits them. Let them 
stay; let them suffer: let them die 
slaves ; and let their bodies be sold and 
cut up !. 

But come, now, to be serious; it was 
rather hard of you to take away your 
few thousands just when the gracious 
boroughmongers stood most in need of 
them! You might, if you had not been 
a “disaffected and designing person,” 
have left the money behind you, at any 
rate: the money you might have left, if 
not your body. To take both away out 
of the reach of the poor boroughmongers 
was, as bright old Liverpool said, ** too 
bad”! I dare say you laughed in your 
sleeve when you saw the last of, when 
you took the last look at, the “ nice 
little, tight little island,” which is ‘ the 
envy of surrounding nations and the 
admiration of the world”! I dare sa 
you laughed as you said: “ Good by, 
‘“‘ boroughmongers ! Good by, excise- 
‘men! Good by, paupers! Good by, 
** surplus population! Good by, Wilmot 
“ Horton! Good by, Malthus! Good 
“‘ by, parson justices! Good by, tithes ! 
“‘ Good by, dead-weight, female as well 
** as male ! Good by, dog-tax, and horse- 
“ tax, and window-tax, and gig-tax, and 
‘“ servants’-tax, and malt, and beer, and 
‘* wine and spirit-tax ! Good by, people’s 
“ DEBT and King’s ARMY! Good 
‘« by, palace-building ! Good by ‘British 
““ Empire,’ and ‘ Imperial bushel’! Oh, 
“good by”! Idare say you laughed 
while you were saying this, and just as 
the land was dropping out of sight. 
Mind, however, that you are not caught 
here again; tor if you be, you may be 
made to ‘‘‘laugh on the other side of 
your mouth.” If we should get hold of 

ur body one of these days, we shall 

et you know what it is to at our 
‘< Bis bushel,” the dimensions of 








hougt for me, and for every mie 








whieh were, by an Act of the “ Imperial 
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Parliament”! determined, as you well | following statement in the House of Com. 


know; by the beating of a pendulum ina 
heat of sixty-two degrees of Farenheit's 
thermometer! We will let you know 
what it is to lawgh at our “‘ Imperial 
bushel,” or at any of our Imperial 
science. Yon cannot deny, at any rate, 
that we have a Debt worthy of the epi- 
thet Jmperial: you may show your 
teeth, yon may grin, but you cannot 
laugh at this part of our glorious pos- 
sessions: you will emigrate a pretty 
many times, I believe, before you will 
find a Debt equal to ours!- Maserziy 
called itso many millions of capital, 
and Maberly is as sharp as a needle. 
Here is a mass of capita/, then!* And 
you, foolish man, would not stay to share 
in thé possession of a good round thou- 
sand millions of capital! 


26th May, 1829. 
Since you went away, yesterday, in- 
deed there was, in ‘‘ Imperial ” House 
that passed the Dead-body Bill, a discus- 
sion relative to the palace-building, 
whence it appears, that, if yon had not 
gone away so soon as you did, you would 
have had the honour to pay part of 
thirty-four thousand pounds sterling, the 
cost of THE SCULPTURE ALONE 
OF ONE ARCHWAY TO ONE OF 
THE PALACES! This sum is equal 
to five years’ salary for the President of 
the United States!’ And, this expendi- 
ture is taking place, while the poor, all 
over the kingdom, are in a state border- 
ing on starvation, and while ruin is fall- 
ing upon tradesmen, farmers, merchants, 
and, indeed, on every body who receives 
nothing out of the taxes. When you 
send your batter to market, and get the 
money in return, you can, as you put it 
into the drawer, say, “ not a farthing’ of 
“ that will be Yaken-from me to help to 
“ pay thirty-four thousand pounds tor the 
“* sculpture of an archway”! I think | 
see you bugging yourself and smiling as 
you mutterthe words : and then, turning 
round from the drawer, and tting one 
of your boyson the head, I hear you 
say, “* No,.no, George! none of that will 
‘ever go to pay for sculpture over arth- 
“ ways, my wr teu 
On the 19th of May, Peel made the 





mons. ‘ From the returns which he had 
“ before him, it appeared that the ix. 
“crease of crime in the metropolis, 
“ within a comparéatively short period, 
“was truly alarming. The number of 
“‘ persons charged at the Old Bailey 


‘* was— 


In the year 1822 . . . 2,539 
1823... 2,503 
1624... 2,62] 
1825... 2,902 
1826. . . 3,457 
1827... . 3,381 


“and in 1828 the number was not less 
“ than 5,316; showing an immense in- 
‘ crease as compared with the number 
“in 1822.” Now, observe, there are 
about a million of peoplé in this Wey. 
One half of these are children and old 
and feeble ple ; so that here is, of the 
able-bodied, ene detected criminal for 
every 94 persons; and observe, that this 
is only as far as the Old Builey is cov- 
cerned. There are four, if not ten times 
the number brought before justices and 
the sessions, and punished by them. And 
it really would appear, that if the unde- 
tected be included, there is one criminal 
to every six or seven grown persons; 
and we know that there is one pauper 
to every eight persons, exclusive of 
beggars. Such are the fruits of a“ Par- 
liament that works well.” 

A paper called Tue Leeps Mercury 
of the 16th instant, states, that ‘‘ at Burn- 
‘ ley, in Lancashire, out of a population 
of 6,000, there are 2,760 who live on 
1s. 3d. each week, and 801 who 
“are living upon 2s. 4d. each per week; 
“and yet the people are remarkably 
“quiet”! ‘Here are a set of quet 
wretches, living for A WEEK on just 
about @ quarter part of what an Ame- 
rican artizan, or n labourer, gets for 
A DAY! Yet, as I have heard, do these, 
or some such half-starved slaves, when 
they get to America, and get full, com 
plain of the climate! Dell Stat 
tures! It is pity such “‘very quiet sou” 
should be e ul to'a climate - 
It is not’ for the good of 
such 
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money, and hating the THING, and re- 


wived that itshall have no more of their 


money ; these are the men to go to Ame- } 


rica. Let the good, quiet souls, who are, 
content to live on fifty-one farthings a 
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must increase. The landowners thought, 
that ‘the one-pound notes were of no con- 
sequence to them! They have found out 
their mistake already ; for on an average, 
the business of people in London has 





week, remain here. Besides, it is not 
right that America, who bravely resolved 


fallen off one-half in the last year. They 
are thoroughly trightened at last. How 


not to have boroughmongers, should be} many thousands of them now repent that 
over-run by boroughmongers’ paupers. | they did not cut and run sometime back ! 


28th May, 1829. 

A few days ago, it came out in the 
House of Commons, that the. Govern- 
ment here had drawn bills of Exchange 
n Rothschild, at eight months atter'date, 
10 a great amount, and had got the cash 
rom him. It was said, that this was to get 
iver to coin! What! buy stdver with 
pills of exchange at eight months! What 
for! Why not go into the bullion merhet 
for silver! Very little was said about it: 
it passed off as a thing of no moment, 
ough there was no act nor any vole to 
anction the proceeding. ° 

The rag-rooks keep’ their small notes 
put o pretty nearly their former extent ; 
uid this in open defiance of the law ! 

, it is. certainly ‘the envy of sur- 
‘rounding nations and admiration of the 
‘world’! A gentleman wrote to me the 
piher day to inform me, that being at 
Moxwourn early in May, he had very 


reat difficulty in getting change for a’ 


el. Bank ef England uote. Jt was, I 
uppose, necessary. for him to have 
Hange, to pay his reckoning at the Inn. 

® could have got change in country 

les: he wanted sovereigns, because he 
vy, a part of the five pounds to pay 
‘te inn ; and, with great difficulty and 
ars. he gottwo! The innkeeper 
the not send the 5J, note to the banker 
A place! Why should he? For, 

Y should the banker give gold for abl. 
. “a note? This gentleman, whom | 
tat vy weil, tells: me, that, in that 
) ab Re country, the small notes ap- 
as current as ever in spite of 


ne law. Howey : 
wes er, though. 
it cannot bes ugh this seems to 






























have heen actual worn out; others 









+ some of the vile tyrants’, 
"10 black as to be illegible; and, then, 
| sth : done for! Yet ft 


| And how many thousands will be totally 
‘ruined, who might have got away with a 
good bit of money each! They are now, 
'a great’ many of them, too late> the 
greater part of their money is gone ; they 
have been wazting for things to get bet» 
ter, in order that they might wind up 
their affairs advantageously ; they have 
been thus waiting, until they have lost 
nearly all; until they are too poor to 
get away ; and this is the lot of thousands 
upon thousands. 

> ons | 30th May, 1229. 

The farmers are in a horrible state, 
They will not pay more, on an average, 
than 75 per cent. of the Ladyday’s rent. 
The wheat looks well; and it there be a 
fair crop, it will be very low, and the 
base slaves will begin to taste the merited 
fruits of their cowardliness, and of their 
cruelty to the poor. In a class so nume- 
rous, you now and then find a spirited 
and humane man; but the general run 
deserve to suffer all the pains’ that this 
THING, which they have upheld, has 
jin store for them; and most ‘terrible 
_pains these are, I assure you. There 
| has been suffering before ; but nothing 
like what¢s coming now. Indeed,’ it is 
come. ft is surprising with what ra- 
pidity the distress has come on this time. 
[I think it impossible that the THING 





Christmas. ) 
There are rumours about the Duke 
of Wellington being about to be turned 
out. Ido not believe this ; but I should 
not be surprised if, tormented as he will 
be by this r-money affair, he were 
to resign] If he do-that, he is done 
for ever; he will be the langhi 
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indelible. He is in a mess; he is ina 
tar-barrel; he is in a New Jersey road 
in the month of March; my plan alone 
could extricate him, and my plan so 
high-bred a personage cannot be ex- 
pected to adopt : that plan is reserved for 
some one of more common breed. 

Bankruptcies and insolvent processes 
are almost wholly put aside now. The 
mode now is to make compositions ; and 
of these hundreds take place in a week, 
and every week, in London! The law 
expenses are thus saved. Between the 
tax-eaters and the tax-payers the dis- 
tinction is daily more and more evident. 
This must be; for the tax-eaters gain 
what the payers lose by this small-note 
affair, The tax-eaters make a greater 
show than ever; they display greater 
luxury; and it must be so, in conse- 
quence of these measures. No man can 
tell how this affair is to end; but, change 
it must, in a very short time, in one way 
or another. 

“ The right of search” (so well un- 
derstood in America!) has been begun 
to be exercised by the Russians, and on 
English ships. Our commerce with 
Turkey is our oldest, and, all taken 
together, our very best. If Russia over- 
come Turkey, the Turks will be driven 
out of Europe, and Russia will bave the 
Turkish dominions, and will have the 
command of the Levanr. This will soon 
be followed by our complete expulsion 
from the Mepirerranean; Mara will 
be evacuated by us; and I verily believe, 
that Giprattar will soon follow. In 
the meanwhile, by way of a beginning, 
the Russians, who have now got a stout 
fleet in the Levant, are searching our 
ships to prevent them from carrying sup- 
plies to the Turks! Just as we used to 
search the American ships to prevent 
them from carrying supplies to the 
French! “ Tit for tat, ter for fat, 
sauce for goose sauce for gander ”! The 

in the City are making a dread- 
ful outcry about this Russian searching ; 
but let us look back a little, and see 
what right they have to complain. For 
several years previous to 1812, we not 
only did to the American merchant ships 
that which the Russians are now doing 
_ to ours; we not only searched their ships 
demned them for being (whatever might 
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be their cargo) bound to France or to 
any country of which France had pos. 
session. We declared, not particular 
places only in a@ state of blockade, but 
whole coasts and kingdoms ; and these 
declarations we enforced in the most 
rigorous manner. Far, however, were 
we from stopping here: we stopped 
American ships on the high seas, not 
only to search them for goods, but for 
seamen, Claiming a right to take out of 
them all seamen who were our King’s 
subjects. ‘This «vas what no nation had 
ever before pretended to have a right 
todo. But we did more than this: we 
seized, in this way, native American 
seamen, and compelled them to serve on 
board our ships of war, in which service 
many of them were killed! At last, the 
American people called upon their Go- 
verement for WAR against us on this 
ground. And now we took these Ameri- 
cans, whom we had thus seized and 
compelled to serve us. and we shut them 
up AS PRISONERS OF WAR! 
Gracious God! Some of them endea- 
voured to break out of the prison at 
Dartmoor, and they were SHOT by 
our soldiers! This will never be for- 
gotten: I have seen a history of this 
transaction, with the names of the pri- 
soners that were killed, hanging "p 
framed and glazed in many farm-houses 
in America, and the transaction is also 
recorded in the American’ ALMANacks. 
The war that we had to carry on for the 
sake of this right, cost us seventy-five 
millions of that Debt which is = i 
in le from the country, an 
duclhe all the other degrading effects 
that we behold. Amongst these effects 
is this searching, this snceremonious 
ransacking on the part of the Russiaxs- 
No Minister can — blind - se yom 
the disgrace of submitting to this co™ 
duct of the Russians ; noe Minister cad 
fail to see, that if Russia succeed ¥° 
shall ‘be expelled from the Mediter- 
ranean ; he cannot fail to see, that! 
only by war that wecan prevent this ; - 
yet how with this Debt is a Minister 
go towart Curious result of “ a. 
ing France”! Curious, too, that is 
should have for chief Minister, a! 
veryitime, “' the hero who twice conq¥ 
ed Frayce”!/ Read, nationsof the c8™; 
and learn not to boast of “ victor 


‘ 








1 you have paid for them! Take 
aming by the fate of “the envy of 
rounding nations, and admiration of 


he world !” 
10th June. 


| was about to close my letter, when 

e got the news of the breaking of the 

Botany Bay Bank. ‘“ The last accounts 

from Sydney, which come down to the 

ith of January, bring intelligence of 

. the stoppage of the New South Wales 
: Bank! and, as might naturally be ex- 
| pected from such an event, the distress 
and consternation of the settlers are 
: said to be extreme. This is not, how- 
ever, the only remarkable news, We 
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cannot help thinking of the feelings that 
you will experience at seeing no beg 
gars, hearing of no paupers, fearing no 
tax-gatherers, and seeing nO woe-worn 
slaves crawling to insolent tax-eaters! 
How strange, good God! your wife will 
feel, when she is making her own soap 
and her own candles! And will you be 
able to persuade yourself, that you can 
make as much malt, and gather and dry 
as many hops as you like, without being 
more than half put to death for it? You 
will, for some time, hardly know what 
you are about. Take care, by-the-by, 
how you dream! When | was in Long 
Island, I used sometimes to dream that 


are told that the Governor has ordered | I was in England, and that Srpmourn’s 


the whole of the papers and money-ot | 


‘the Commissariat Department to be 
‘seized in a very summary way by a 
FILE OF SOLDIERS. In the pre- 
‘sent state of. our knowledge, we are 
‘not able to account for the cotnexion 
‘of these two facts. Has there been any 
) accommodation granted to the Bank 
‘out of the Government monies ! or, 
‘what is more probable, have the Go- 
‘vernment officers been speculating in 
land or produce by the aid of the 
“Bank?” This is the language of the 
ndon papers _ the subject. You 
mice mentioned Van Diemen’s Land as 
place to emigrateto! “ What!” said I, 
Set away from under the belly of the 
cat, and expose yourself to her claw !” 
: 1, no! the THING is quite enough 
er any common patience here: what 
edevil then, must it be, where a “ file 
y soldiers” are sent to settle disputed 
‘counts! In short, all the people that 
to these colonies are mad; or they 
Be "" % desperate a state, that they care 
| ot what becomes of them, This dank 
: * is a Very pretty one! I dare say 
i = twill make a species of revolution 
.. vin the loyal convicts, These 
| % € and faithful subjects are, I dare 
ait” much attached to “ public 
el for he MF em faith”! But, it is 
a dinette you have sailed in ano- 
_, lust now conclude with expressi 
Ret. anxidus wish, that eatin al 
bi Hue and in good th, and that 
ot ap may continue to be your 
: you will now enjoy: J 
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and Castierxacn’s people had me: 
and I used to wake up in such frights! 
When my people were making candles, 
upon one occasion, J, dreaming that I 
was in England, and dreaming, at the 
same time, about the candle-making, . 
cried out in my sleep, “ Oh, God! Oh, 
“ God! He’scoming ! He’scoming! Hide! 
*s Hide! I shall be ruined! I shail be 
“ killed”! This, having waked a French- 
man who slept in the next room, who had 
been with Napoleon in St. Helena, who 
had been chased away from England by 
Sidmouth, Castlereagh, and Company, 
whom J had met with on board of ship, 
to whom I had given shelter in my house, 
and who always was afraid of being 
taken off the island by the English; my 
cries having waked him, he started out 
of bed, and, catching up ‘a long staff, 
into one end of which he had put the 
blade of an old sharp-pointed carving- 
knife, forming a sort of pike for his de- 
fence, he rushed towards my room-door, 
but was met on the landing-pla¢e by my 
man servant (a newly-arrived English- 
man, with his head full of robbery and 
murder) who also had heard my cries, 
and who, therefore, concluding (it being 
very dark) that this was a robber that 
had got up stairs, and that had alarmed 
me, rushed upon my harmless guest, 
and pretty soon got his fingers and thumb 
on the two sides of t aay onsieur Rous- 
seavu’s windpipe, the pike having, some 
how or other, dropped on the floor. By 
this time the fright of. my dream had 
completely awakened me ; and finding 
that there was a scuffle going on outside 
my door; and hearing Rousseau cry 
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am’ assassine ! on m'assassine ” / and hear- 
ing these cries, which were in a treble 
tone, intermixed with the deep bass in 
which my servant was accustomed. ito 
deal out his left-handed blessings ; hear- 
ing ‘‘ Saeré Anglois,” and “ Vrench zon 
ov a bitch,” striving hard for precedence, 
and believing that the. Monsieur had 
been attempting to. commit a trespass 
where the other pretended to an exclu- 
sive right, 1 hastened to the scene of 
action, and (but not without some diffi- 
culty) emancipated the throat of poor 
Rousseau ; but not before it had had 
two black spots imprinted on it, which 
remained visible for four or five months, 
An explanation now took place, . The 
parties, after having accused each other, 
found that neither was to blame. .The 
Frenchman, who understood litle Eng- 
lish,’ could, from my cries, only gather 
that | was. alarmed; but when J told 
the, Englishman the purport of .my 
dream, he saw at once that) it. was the 
exciseman that I had in my sleep seen 
coming : he, therefore, could easily ac- 
count lor my terror and my screams. And 
what might have been the consequence 
of thisdream ! Luckily, the Frenchman 
let fall his. pike, or it might have gone 
into the body of his antagonist; there 
would have been a coroner’s inquest; 
perhaps a trial; a funeral; and.to a 
certainty a direct and positive charge 
against me, in the English newspapers, 
of having been guilty of wilful Le de- 
i murder, . 

Take care, therefore, how you dream, 
especially at malt and soap and candle- 
making. times. Take care. how. you 
dream, and pray to God to bless brave 
Jonathan in general, and. President 
; in particular, for having secur- 

ed for you a country in which there are 
no excisemen. 


et 
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up in.@ year from this day; and the tax. 
eaters will have the worth of their goods. 
One of two things must be ;théeupaper- 
money. must come back ; or there must 
be a blowing. up; for Equrrasce Ap- 
JUSTMENT ig mine, and all: must | perish 
rather than Jet that be adopted! The 
thing works just asf always: said it 
pound:.notées will not 
come out from the country. banks:: if 
they get out they cannot stay out: they 
are of no use to the rook without the 
oves : this was always so evident to me, 
that I wonder how, any one could miss 
seeing it. Yet. most le _ believed 
Govuiavan, who told them, that there 
would be more fives in consequence of 
the suppression of the ones ! From every 
part of the country accounts come of the 
refusal of bankers to put out five-pound 
notes. To be sure, for they must actu- 
ally have in their till five sovereigns for 
every note that they have out! The 
Kexrisa Cuaronicre told us, the other 
day, that farmers had to send twenty or 
thirty miles fo get change for five-pound 
noies to pew their men. Take. the very 
words: “The searcity of small change 
‘is the general. complaint now in. the 
country; and it)is no; uncommon thing 
‘* for farmers and others to be wndeér the 
‘* necessity of / sending twenty. or thirty 
‘« miles, before they can procure change 
“ for a five-pound note.» - ; 

Now, how is this! ‘Why send twenty 
or thirty miles ‘for change of a five- 

und note? This is the. reason: the 

ders have got notes of distant banks. 
For instance, a man at Toribridge has a 
Canterbury five-pound note. «He wants 
it changed; The banker at Tonbridge will 
not change it: why should he, when he can 
change it nothing but ? And why 
shoal any td clog change it eiug on 

ey cannot get t 
to Canterbury ? page Lop ag 


Seen eee dge 


Istanp. 


and I will pass my word and 
, » that hesdoes not, if he be 
ther five-pounder ¢ Cai ta 
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from near Hindon, could do nothing ‘with 
these. An effort was made to get the Salis- 
bury banker to e them. for some of his 
rags. Ob, no! why should he, for he 
must have paid his own in gold ia half an hour 

.. The farmer who had bought the 
sheep agreed, bgp. ore, to uive A resol 
three-pence in the pound to take the Newbury 
notes, though there was no doubt at all as to 
the gooduess of the notes. Here are fwo 
prices: the Newbury farmer will, another 
time, take gold, and not notes, to Salisbury 
market. And thus will the fives be put out 
of circulation. .A friend of mine saw. some 
pigs sold at Reading market, last week, and 
the purchaser having to pay in notes of some 
other place, bargained to pay a.crown more 
on that account !- Here are twe prices, This 
work will soon makethe country fiye-pounders 
hide their beads; the London five-pounders 
will follow; and then, what? Why, we go 
back to,the prices of 1792, or we have bank- 
restriction, legal tender, and assignats | That 
is to say, unless we have Norfolk Petition. 
Thus I have them, at last, fairly pinched up 
in my cleft stick! Bank of. England notes 
are, in a market or fair, as bad as distant 
country-bank notes; for the banker in the 
market-town will not change them without a 
commission ; andin a few months the whole 
of the paper-fabrie will give tokens of tum- 
bling. It is very curious that the bankers 
themselves do not appear to have anticipated 
this. They never, in any one case, predicted 
it; and it seems now to have taken them by 
surprise! “What; then, I did not warn them! 
Aye, but they did, of course, despise my warn- 
mg. Let them be ruined, then ! 

The poor fellows in the WEN, nearly all of 
whom approved of the suppression of the one- 
pounders, and who now. are smarting under 
that suppression, are, with regard to the fives, 
just as mad as they were with regard to the 
ones; for they cannot, for the souls of them, 
see how the disappearance of the fives of the 
pegs can haveany effect on those of the sow, 
Very well, then; go on, believe that they 
have no effect on them ; despise my warving 
again; and take ruin as the reward of your 
perverseness, How severely, good God! has 
this nation suffered for its Ministers and Par- 
liament having rejected my advice! If they 
had attended to my Lerrer To Tieaney, pub- 
lished in England a whole year before they 
passed Peet's Bit, what sdrrow, what ruin, 
what suicides, what madness, would. have 
been prevented! ‘When you see Mr. TRED- 
WELL, of Salisbury Plain, ask him to show 
you the fine Brack WaLaut-Tree, sitting 
uuder which I wrote that or letter, 
dated on the Ist of July, 118, and which let-. 
val naa? in the following, words :— 

Sir, Lam, at this moment, sitting under the 

‘shadeof a walaut-tree, ® 












191 : ‘brn June, 1829. ) 798 







Fas 


“ not be, to my mind, half.so horrible. as the 
“¢ thought of impunity to these base and sa- 
te Yage sESRRIS,: Pray go.and see the tree, 
which stands at.a few yards distauce from; the 
spot where the back-door of my, house was, 
Itis (for I hope it is. still standing) a most 
beautiful tree, Go, sit under.it, on some glo- 
rious hot day, and take a bottle or.two of un- 
taxed wine, drink destruction to the borough- 
mongers, and have a good hearty daugh at our 
once-insolent foes, who. have beep ruined by 
Peel’s Bill. Pray do this: for this laugh is 
our due, though these fools and rogues abuse 
us for laughing. There are a couple of Edi- 
tors ‘at Bury St. Epmunps, named Gepor, 
who publish a newspaper called ‘* Zhe Bury 
and Norwich Post,’’ and who, in their paper 
of the 27th of May, put forth the following 
paragraph : == 


** The Rev, R. Crutrwe tt, Rector of Spex- 
ball, in this county, and the author of several 
publications on the Currency, has favoured 
us with two of his most recent pamphlets, and 
some remarks upon the notice of an article in 
the Quarterly Review, which appeared in our 
paper of April 29. Mr. Cruttwell ascribes to 
us, though with some accompanying terms of 
courtesy, ‘ an ill-placed and worse-timed enco- 
mium-on a profligate writer,’ Mr. Cobbett.— 
He adds an expression of belief that ‘ the cor- 
réctness of ourown judgment will ever suffi- 
ciently enable us to draw aright line of dis 
tinction between a highly improved mind and 
(he fears) a deeply depraved heart.’ Now, we 
beg to assure Mr. Cruttwell, that fo eulogizé 
Cobbett was no part of the object of our notice 
of the Reviewer's arguments, Our design was 
simply to exhibit the tendency of the article 
for our reader’s judgment, and we did and we 
do still regard it as remarkable for the quarter 
from which it proceeded, and the‘ triumph” 
which it gave to Cobbett’s long-asserted opi- 
nions as to the effects of the Bank Restriction’ 
and the Resumption of Cash Payments. We 
would have Mr. Cruttwell remember, that 
Cobbett’s ‘brutality—his revelling in the suf 
ferings of all who disagree with him, or w 
have not the same dexterity which he has 
shown in escaping from some of the effects of 
‘tampering with the currency’—that his vul~ 
garity and violence, and his depravity, though 
fit themes for exposure, have nothing to do 
with the great question of our notional po ioe i 
We may despise the man, we may disli/ 
munner, but we are still bound to pay some at- 
tention tothe matter of his writmgs, and it 
raters: — to show how far she has 
‘the concurrence of very opposite politicians, 
without subjecting ourselves to prin are 
of admiring his character, or conceding the 
full extent of bis ductrines.” a Et 
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afford some sport in the showing of her up; 
and I will show ber up,if some friend at Bury 
will answer me the following questions.—1. 
How old is this abusive and blackguard woman ; 
2. Is she widow or wife; 3. Has the virago a 
colt’s tooth in her head; 4. Is she fat or lean; 
5. What sort of face has she ; 6. Has she a red’ 
nose; 7. What religion does she profess; 8. 


Are there any anecdotes about her? “ Oh, for, 


shame,’’ some base ruffian will exclaim, 
** attack a woman!’ A woman! This is no 
woman! It is a base blackguard thing that 
has got shelter under a parcel of frowzy pet- 
ticoats; who either knows my private cha- 
racter, or who does not; and who, in either 
case, has thus slandered me in order to curry 
favour with people like this malignant and 
blackguard church-parson, who, if mother 
Gepor do not lie, has great and small tithes 
worth several hundreds a year, while the parish 
contains only 172 people, and who has been 
abusing me for several years past, | never 
having known the blackguard, and never hav- 
ing done any thing to offend him! This foul- 
mouthed woman, Mother Genae, (whose first 
name | should like to know) accuses me of 
‘* revelling in the sufferings of all, who DISA- 
GREE" with me. Not exactly so, Mother 
Gevce: but, if you like, revelling in the suf- 
ferings of all, who, in return for my sound ad- 
vice for all the pains | have taken to instruct 
and to serve them, have, like you, heaped 
upon me the vilest of calumny, or have en- 
couraged others to do it. What! have to en- 
dure treatment like this for twenty years, and 
then not ‘* revel at the sufferings brought 
on these wretches solely by their having pre- 
vented me from having the power to save them ! 
If it had not been for these-calumnies, I should 
loog ago have been in Parliament; if J had 
been there, the sufferings we now behold could 
never have eristed ; and am | not now to revel 
in the sufferings which have arisen from base 
and atrocious efforts to destroy myself! What! 
when the would-be murderer, in aiming a 
mortal stab at me, happens, through awk- 
wardness, to send the dagger to his own heart, 
am I to hang around the neck of the bloody- 
minded wretch, and bathe his face with m 

tears! Oh, no! christianity rejects this with 
scorn; and if it did not, it would be a code of 
injustice. ‘* Restitution or damnation!"’ says 
the priest in his confessional: forgiveness 
without atonement is not only unjust, but is a 
direct encouragement to crime. | have never 
been backward to forgive when atonement has 
been tendered. When O'ConngLL sent tome’ 
to say, that he was ready to disavow publicly 
the slanders against me which had been pub- 
licly imputed to him, and, when he did this, I 
shook hands with him. When Burpetrt, in 
1823, authorized Ricuarp Gurney, of Nor- 
wich, to say, that he was ready te subscribe 
five hundred towards ing me into 
Parliament, aud authorized GURNEY to say, 
that he, Buapert, was willing that the fact 
should be made public, and when Gurney told 
this to a friend of mine, and that friend told 


fcase; and I should also like to 











it to me, I looked upon this as atonement for 
the slanders of Burdett; but when it 1826, he 
after having written to COLONEL JOHNSTONE 
to say that he would subscribe towards my elec- 
tion Yor Preston, not only broke his word, but 
set his tools to work to renew his lies agaiust 
me, he came back again to his former repro- 
bate state in which he now is ; and he will yet, 
I hope, find that it would have heen better for 
him not to have been born, than to have done 
what he has done against me. Now, with regard 
to the nation, the labouring classes have never 
been my calumniators, and for their sufferings 
I feel most deeply : the middle class contains 
a large portion of friends, but, I must first 
know what has been the conduct of the suf- 
ferer towards me before I bestow on him my 
compassion fer his sufferings, for many in 
this class have been most savage and unpro- 
voked enemies: amongst the high class, | 
have few friends, though there are some, and 
those very good; I hope that these will not 
suffer; and in the sufferings of the rest I shall 
revel, the censure of Motner Gener, not- 
withstanding.—Thus stands the account at 
present. It will not be very long now before 
we come to the timal settlement of it. 
Iam, most faithfully, yours, 


Wn. COBBETT. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


1 want to give that O_p. MoTHEeR Mance, 
The EpinpurGu Review, a real good tear- 
ing-to-pieces. [ do beseech some kind reader 
to send me the Numbers from about the time 
that the publisher Constable and his partner 
Sir’ Walter Scott became bankrupts, which 
was, 1 think, in 1826. I know I shall find 
some articles upou the currency for us to have 
glorious laughing at, I have beaten the Scotch 
many times; but the beat of all beats is 
coming NOW. I will not keep the Nambers 
more than aweek. If any gentleman will be 
so good as to send them sealed up, to Fleet 
Street, I will send them back tv: him, very 
carefully, in ten Vays at farthest.—Can any 
one tell me what Peter MaccuLLocn is doing 
now, besides being head feelosofer .at the 
London Scot¢h University? Peter must, surely, 
have written something about the one-pound 
notes, 1 should like just tu see it for a mo- 
ment.—I want also a report of the trial which 
took place in Epinspurcu, 1812 (I think it 
was), in consequence of Burpett's claim for 
asum of money, alleged by him te have been 

ut into the hands of the date Lady Oxford's 

rother.. There was a report of it published at 
the time; and I should now like to have it, 
as | know a gentleman who is collecting ma- 
terials for writing a Life of Burdett. 1 should 
indeed like to possess @ full hi of the whole 
ow, when, 
where, and under what circumstances the late 
Lady Oxford died. 
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